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History

The Public Affairs Office (JPL Section 180) was established in August 1969, with Richard B.
Phillips appointed as Manager. The Public Affairs Manager was initially responsible for the publication of
the Lab-Oratory newdetter aswell as the operation of the Von Karman Auditorium, the Laboratory
Museum, the speaker’ s bureau, and the dide library. The Office originally included two sections, Public
Information Office (181) and Public Educational Services (182).

In July 1976, with the retirement of Phillips, the scope and responsibilities of the Public Affairs
Office was expanded, and a greater emphasis was placed on itsrole in management activities. Frank J.
Coldla, Manager of the Public Information Office, was hamed as the new manager of the Public Affairs
Office. By thistime, Division 180 included Audio-Visua Communication Section (183). A new section,
the Legidative Affairs and Protocol Office (184) was soon established. Colellawas also appointed to
membership on the JPL Executive Council.

Coldlaretired in early 1988, and was succeeded by George F. Alexander. Alexander retired in early
1999, and was succeeded by Blaine Baggett. In November 1999, the Public Affairs Office merged with the
Educational Affairs Office, and was renamed the Office of Communications and Education, with Baggett as
Manager. In 2001, Baggett was appointed to full membership on the JPL Executive Council as Executive
Manager of the Office of Communications and Education.

Provenance

Thereisno formal recorded provenance. Internal evidence impliesthat part of the original accession
came from the Public Affairs Office, perhaps from the office of Frank J. Colélla, and part came from the
Office of the Director. The collection was transferred to the JPL Archivesin early 1994, from an unknown
source.

Collection Arrangement and Description

The collection consists of press releases, copies of newspaper clippings, presentation material,
correspondence, lithographs, and reports, many originating from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) Office
of Public Affairs, some originating from NASA and Caltech. The collection is arranged a phabetically by
subject. The bulk of the collection dates from 1976 to 1983. These materials were al compiled and
promulgated to fulfill the Public Affairs Office’' s administrative responsibilities.

Noteworthy itemsincluded in the collection are:

Apollo Program (folder 1). Thisfolder consists of NASA press releases and copies of newspaper
articles involving the Apollo manned missions to the Moon. Thereis a concentration on the Apollo 12
mission that retrieved pieces of JPL’s Surveyor 3 probe from the surface of the Moon. Alsoincludedis
information on the Apollo 14 and 17 missions.

Cost Estimates (Folders 7-14). Included in these folders are cost estimate summaries and plans for
the various sections in the Public Affairs Office. The public affairs plansincluded an itemized listing of all
expenditures for the PAO, which depending on the project included models, film clips for launch activities,
photographs of planetary encounters, science briefings, secretarial support, fact sheets, lithographs, printing
requirements, and other miscellaneous items. The missions included are Galileo, Infrared Astronomical
Satellite (IRAS), National Oceanic Satellite System, International Solar Polar Mission (later Ulysses), Venus
Orbiting Imaging Radar (later Magellan), and Voyager. Also included arefiles on Public Affairs projected
activities, research and program management.

Exploration of the Solar System (Folder 18). Thisis presentation material that was presented on
September 22, 1977. |t describes the rationale, goals and content of the U.S. Lunar and Planetary Programs.
Included are 22 photographs, with captions.
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NASA Budget (Folders 34-39). This series of folders starts with a chart breaking down the NASA
Office of Space Science budgets for planetary exploration year by year from 1959 to 1978. The categories
include research and technology, flight projects and flight support. The remaining files are organized by
year, and include memoranda, press releases and Congressional testimony regarding the NASA budget.

Nomenclature (Folders 40-42). Thesethreefiles deal with the designation of project names for
Voyager and Galileo, aswell as the change in name of the Civil Systems Office. The Civil Systems Office
(Organization 700) was established in April 1976. Asearly as November 1976 there were proposals for new
names for the organization. Most of the namesincluded the words “energy,” “technology” or * applications’
in them. The name of the office was ultimately changed in March 1978 to the Office of Energy and
Technology Applications. One of the proposed names was the Technology Applications Program Office,
which was later used for another JPL organization. Similar nomenclature files are present in the collection
for Galileo and Voyager.

Purple Pigeons (Folder 48). In the spring of 1976, Bruce Murray initiated a “Purple Pigeon” study of
possible future missions for JPL, dramatic missions of high scientific content that would garner public
support. “Purple Pigeons’ were contrasted with “ Gray Mice,” missions of scientific interest only to a few
scientific disciplines but so dull they would never gain widespread public support. Murray believed new
projects would have to include pizzazz to attract public support. Included in the collection are memoranda,
notes and notices for the Planetary Missions workshop run by Clarence R. “Johnny” Gates.

SETI (Folder 49). The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) was a concentrated effort by
NASA to use existing radio telescopes to scan areas of the sky looking for signals from extraterrestrial
intelligence. Thefileincludes a copy of a memorandum of understanding between JPL and Ames Research
Center, dated June 1976, as well as correspondence, including a form letter from Carl Sagan. Presentation
materia on the“JPL SETI Project Plan” also isincluded.

Sunfire (Folder 58). Project Sunfire was a solar-electric generator began in 1975 that was a project of
the JPL Space Exploration Post 509 of the Boy Scouts of America. The generator was intended to assist the
60 inhabitants of remote Pitcairn Idand, located in the south Pacific. JPL did not provide funds, only
facilitiesfor thejob. In November 1977, NASA ordered JPL to evict the solar energy project from the Lab,
and move it to an off-Lab site, citing unauthorized use of government property. Included in the collection
are copies of news articles regarding the project, background material, and memoranda concerning the
eviction of the project from the Lab.

Voyager (Folders 65-86). The project most represented in the collection is Voyager, the dual probe
“Grand Tour” mission to the Outer Planets. Represented in the collection are memoranda, reports and
correspondence regarding launch activities, television coverage, and public affairs operations for the
Voyager encounters with Jupiter and Saturn. Also included are guest lists for the Voyager 1 Jupiter
encounter in March 1979 and the Voyager 1 Saturn encounter in November 1980.

Also included in the collection are several drafts of the Voyager Jupiter Encounter Readiness Review.
Thefinal draft, dated December 7, 1978, was in the form of copies of Viewgraphs used for presentation
material. The sectionswere: Introduction and Project Overview (Robert J. Parks), Public Affairs (Frank J.
Coldla), Flight Team Readiness (George P. Textor), Space Flight Operations (Michael Devirian), SDI
Readiness (Francis M. Sturms), Science Directorate (James E. Long), Ground Data Systems (GDS)
Readiness (Michad J. Sander), Mission Director’s Flight Team Summary (Richard P. Laeser), Deep Space
Network Readiness (Esker K. Davis), Multimission Control and Computing Center (MCCC) Operations
(Michad R. Plesset), and Project Readiness Summary (Ray L. Heacock, only thetitle pageisin the
collection).

During the Voyager 1 Jupiter encounter, “Jupiter Watch,” a special television program, was aired
over KCET-TV, thelocal Los Angees Public Broadcasting channel. It was hosted by JPL’ er Al Hibbs, and
aired periodically from February 15-March 7, 1979. The live broadcasts |asted anywhere from five minutes
for most pre-encounter broadcasts to two hours, for the closest encounter with Jupiter on March 5, 1979.
Included in the callection isalist of broadcast dates along with a copy of an advertisement for the program.
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Also included are Public Affairs Operations Plans for various projects. The plans would include
purpose, objectives, and responsihilities for various public affairs actions. Included in the collection are
Public Affairs Plans for IRAS and Voyager.

Conservation/Preservation
Standard preparations of documents for long term storage were compl eted.

Separation Statement

The collection was approximately 2.1 cubic feet of the original 4 cubic foot accesson. The
remainder of the accession was made into the Bruce C. Murray Collection (JPL 216), JPL Executive Council
Collection (JPL 221) and the Charles H. Terhune Callection (JPL 222)..

Finding Aids
No other finding aids exist for the collection.

FILE FOLDER LIST

Box 1of 4

Fd. 1 Apollo Program, 1969-1973.

Hd. 2 California Association for Research in Astronomy, press rel eases, 1985.
Fid. 3 Caltech News Bureau Press Reseases, 1982-1983.

Fld. 4 Caltech News Bureau Press Releases, 1984.

Fid. 5 Caltech News Bureau Press Rel eases, 1985-1986.

Fd. 6 Caltech News Clips, October 1986.

Fd. 7 Cost Estimates, Galileo, c. 1978.

Fid. 8 Cost Estimates, IRAS, c. 1979.

Fd. 9 Cost Estimates, National Oceanic Satellite System, June 1978.
Fd. 10 Cost Estimates, Public Affairs Projected Activities, 1977-1979.
Fd. 11 Cost Estimates, Research and Program Management, FY 1978.
Fld. 12 Cost Estimates, Solar Polar, c. 1979.

Fd. 13 Cost Estimates, Venus Orhiting Imaging Radar, c. 1979.

Fd. 14 Cost Estimates, Voyager, 1977.

Fld. 15 Defense work, magazine articles, 1982.

Fld. 16 Planetary Exploration and Flight Mission milestones, 1979.
Hd. 17 Electric Automobile, 1979.

Box 2of 4

Fld. 18 “Exploration of the Solar System,” c. 1977.

Fld. 19 Explorer 1, 25th Anniversary, 1983.

Fld. 20 Flight Missions, Miscellaneous Information, 1978.

Fid. 21 Galileo, Jupiter Orbiter Probe press releases, June 1977.

Fd. 22 Galileo Correspondence/Memoranda, 1977-1981.

Fd. 23 Galileo Open House, August 14, 1983.

Fid. 24 Halley's Comet, International Halley Watch, No. 2, December 15, 1982.
Fld. 25 Infrared Astronomical Satellite (IRAS), Correspondence, 1977-1978.
Fld. 26 IRAS, Public Affairs Operation Plan, 1977.

Hd. 27 International Solar Polar Mission, meeting, January 9, 1978.
Fld. 28 ISPM, fact sheets, 1980.

Fld. 29 JPL Annual Highlights Technical Activities Report, 1977-1978.
Fld. 30 Mariner, Jack James narrative, 1982.
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Mars, 1984-1986.

NASA, 20th Anniversary, September 1978.

NASA, 25th Anniversary, 1983.

NASA Budget, Planetary Exploration Budget Chart, 1959-1978
NASA Budget, FY 1978.

NASA Budget, FY 1979.

NASA Budget, FY 1980.

NASA Budget, FY 1981.

NASA Budget, FY 1982.

Nomenclature, Civil Systems Office, 1976-1978.
Nomenclature, Galileo, 1977.

Nomenclature, Voyager, 1977-1978.

Pioneer 10, 1983.

Pioneer Venus Probe, 1978.

Pioneer Venus 78, Hughes Aircraft Company, Space and Communications
Group, folder, 1978.

Planet Experts, c. 1980.

Public Affairs Office, Miscellaneous, 1977.

Purple Pigeons, 1976.

Search for Extraterrestria Intelligence (SETI), 1976-1978.
Seasat, 1978-1979.

Skylab Re-entry, 1979.

Solar Energy, JPL Proposal 70-747, National Solar Energy Educational
Programs, 1977.

Solar Energy, “Solar Energy in California: Residential Thermal
Applications,” February 1978.

Solar Energy Education, 1980.

Solar Sail, 1976-1977.

Space Flight Operations Facility Refurbishing, 1978.

Speeches, 1970-1974.

Sunfire, 1977-1978, 1982.

Upper Atmospheric Research Satdlite (UARS), 1977.

Venus Orhiting Imaging Radar (VOIR), 1979.

Very Long Basdline Interferometry, pressrelease, 1978.

Viking Flight Team memoranda, 1976-1978.

Viking, Miscellaneous, 1976, 1980.

Viking, NASA Memoranda, 1978.

Voyager, Burden Plan, 1977.

Voyager, Launch Activities, 1977.

Voyager, Public Affairs Plans, FY 78-81, December 1977.

Voyager, Public Affairs Funding Breakdown, September 1978.
Voyager, Public Affairs Activity Sheets, 1978-1979.

Voyager Encounter Readiness Review, First Draft, 1978.

Voyager Encounter Readiness Review, Rough Draft, November 21, 1978.
Voyager, Jupiter Encounter Readiness Review, December 7, 1978.
Voyager, Awards, 1979-1981.

Voyager, Audio-Visual Support Plan for Voyager 1 Jupiter Encounter,
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January 24, 1979.

Fld. 75 Voyager, “Jupiter Watch,” KCET-TV, February-March 1979.

Fld. 76 Public Affairs Operations Plan for Voyager 1 Encounter with Jupiter,
1979.

Hd. 77 JPL Guest Operations for Voyager 1 Jupiter Encounter, March 5, 1979.

Fid. 78 Voyager 1 Jupiter Encounter Guest List, March 5, 1979.

Fd. 79 Voyager 2 Jupiter Encounter Operations Readiness Review, May 22,
1979.

Fd. 80 Voyager, Memoranda/Correspondence, 1977-1980.

Fld. 81 Voyager 1 Saturn Encounter Preparations, 1980.

Fld. 82 Voyager Personnel Directory, Revision G, October 1980.

Fld. 83 Voyager 1 Saturn Encounter, Correspondence, 1980.

Fid. 84 Voyager 1 Saturn Encounter Guest List, November 1980.

Fld. 85 Voyager, Three Saturn Lithographs, 1980.

Fld. 86 Voyager, Saturn Expenditures, 1980.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

JPL Public Affairs Office Collection, 1969-1983

1.2 cubic ft. (86 folders)

The collection consists of press rel eases, copies of newspaper clippings, presentation material,
correspondence, lithographs, and reports, many originating from the JPL Office of Public Affairs, some
originating from NASA and Caltech. The callection is arranged al phabetically by subject. The bulk of the
collection dates from 1976 to 1983.

The Public Affairs Office (Section 180) was established in August 1969. The Office was originally
responsible for the publication of Lab-Oratory aswell as the operation of the Von Ké&rmén Auditorium, the
Laboratory Museum, the speaker’ s bureau and the dide laboratory. In July 1976, the scope and
responsibilities of the Public Affairs Office was expanded, and a greater emphasis was placed on itsrolein
management activities. Frank J. Colella, Manager of the Office, was appointed to membership on the JPL
Executive Council. The Public Affairs Office continues today as the Office of Communications and
Education.

Finding aid available in the repository.

Tracings
Jet Propulsion Laboratory — History.
Jet Propulsion Laboratory — Public Affairs Office
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
CaliforniaInstitute of Technology
Apollo Program
Surveyor 3
Voyager Project
Viking Project
Galileo Project
Infrared Astronomical Satellite
International Solar Polar Mission
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence
Sunfire Project
JPL Space Exploration Post 509
Coldla, Frank J., 1921-
Murray, Bruce C., 1931-

Page 5 of 6 Jet Propulsion Laboratory Archives JPL215



Page 6 of 6

James, Jack N., 1920-

Parks, Robert J., 1922-
Textor, George P., 1932-
Devirian, Michad

Sturms, Francis M.

Long, JamesE.

Sander, Michad J.

Laeser, Richard P., 1938-
Davis, Esker K., 1935-1995
Plesset, Michad R.

Heacock, Raymond L., 1928-
Hibbs, Albert R., 1924-
Fletcher, James C., 1919-1991

Part of Accession 1994-3.
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